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Africa

This power-point was used in a high school lesson, preparing students for 
reading a chapter on early  African civilizations.  The before reading 
activities including: 1) vocabulary instruction, 2) introduction of background 
knowledge, and 3) preview of the chapter.  

Anita L. Archer, PHD
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Africa 
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Sahara 
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Sahara 
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ethnic group    n

An ethnic group is a group of people who share 
the same ancestors, culture, language, religion, 
and customs. 

Africa has hundreds of ethnic group.

Visual Learning: What are some the differences 
between these ethnic groups?  
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ethnic groups 
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ethnic groups 
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ethnic group 
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What are some the differences between 
these ethnic groups?  

Begin by saying:
Some of the differences between these 
ethnic groups include: 
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African Beginnings
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migrate v

When people migrate, they move from 
one place to to settle in another. 

When animals migrate, the animals move 
from one place to another place at a 
specific season usually to get food or to 
breed.
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migrate
Visual Learning - Why do you think this group is 

migrating?
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Why do you think this group is 
migrating?

Begin by saying:

I think this group is migrating for 
the following reasons: 
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migrate 
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migrate
migrate
migration
migrants

4000 years ago the Bantu began to migrate to 
other areas of Africa.  Because of this 
migration, the Bantu migrants shared their 
language with other people in Africa. 
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Stone Age

• Why was this age referred to as the 
Stone Age?  
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Stone Age - tools 
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Stone Age - Tools 
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Why was this age referred to as the Stone
Age?

Begin by saying:

This age was referred by the Stone Age 
because…….
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settlements

settle
settlements

Visual Learning:  What can you conclude about 
the houses in early African settlements? 
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settlements 
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settlements 
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settlements 
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What can you conclude about the houses 
in early African settlements?

Begin by saying:

From these illustrations of houses in early 
African settlements, I could conclude that 
…………
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domestic

A domestic animal is one that is not wild
and is kept either on a farm or as a pet. 

When you domesticate a wild animal, 
you tame them for some human use. 
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domesticate - cattle 
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domesticate - cattle 
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domesticate - elephants 
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domesticate - dogs 
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civilization

A civilization is a human society that has 
cities, a central government, and usually 
has writing, art, and architecture. 
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civilization - cities 
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civilization - art 
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African Writing 
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African Writing 
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Preview  Strategy

Beginning
Title

Middle
Headings
Subheadings

End
Questions



36

Preview
African Beginnings

Changing survival skills
Hunting and Gathering
Farming and Herding
Early Settlements
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Preview
African Beginnings

Changing survival skills
Hunting and Gathering
Farming and Herding
Early Settlements

Civilizations on the Nile
Egypt
Nubia
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Preview
African Beginnings

Changing survival skills
Hunting and Gathering
Farming and Herding
Early Settlements

Civilizations on the Nile
Egypt
Nubia

The Bantu Migrations
Why migrate?
Buntus Spread Their Language
Ethnic Groups 


