
Harriet Tubman    Genre 

 

 

 biography 

 story of person’s life 

 told by someone else 

 

 



Harriet Tubman    Genre 

 Biography 

 Sequence of BIG EVENTS 

 What happened? 

 BIG EVENT 

 What happened? 

 BIG EVENT 

 What happened? 



Harriet Tubman genre 

 Title of Biography 

 Harriet Tubman: Conductor on the 

Underground Railroad 

 

 Portion of Biography 

 A Glory over Everything 



Harriet Tubman Background Knowledge 



Harriet Tubman 



Harriet Tubman  Background knowledge 

 Page 172 

 

When? 

Where?  

What was happening?  



Harriet Tubman  Background Knowledge 

 Page 172 
 

When?  1849 

Where?  Maryland, USA 

What was happening?  

  -Free states 

  -Slave states 

  -Free when reached free state 

  -Underground Railroad 



Harriet Tubman pronunciation of words 

     read by parts 

intention 

immediately 

reluctant 

plantation 

persuade 

ordinary 

elude 

jostle 



Harriet Tubman Vocabulary Instruction  

 elude (verb) 

 If you elude someone, you avoid them or 
escape from them.   

 

 The runaway slaves eluded the patrollers 
who were hunting them. 

 The convict eluded the police for 10 years. 

 When playing hide and seek, Jose eluded 
all of the other players.    



Harriet Tubman Vocabulary Instruction 

 intention   (noun) 

 When you have an idea or  plan of what you are 
going to do, you have an intention. 

 

 Harriet Tubman’s intention was to become a free 
slave. 

 Harriet’s intention was to escape slavery even if 
she had to go alone. 

 

 

 



Harriet Tubman Vocabulary Instruction 

 intend  

 intention 

 intentional 

 intentionally 



Harriet Tubman Vocabulary Instruction 

 reluctant 

 If you are reluctant to do something, you 

do not really want to do it.  

 

 Some slaves were reluctant to escape 

because it was dangerous. 

 

 Harriet was not reluctant to escape. 



Harriet Tubman Vocabulary Instruction 

If a slave wanted to elude patrollers, the 

slave might: 

a. Walk away from the plantation in the early 

morning. 

b. Protest slave practices in the market. 

c. Move at night and sleep undercover during 

the day. 

d. Act like a slave by working in the fields. 



Harriet Tubman Vocabulary Instruction 

If a slave was reluctant to escape, the 

slave might: 

a. Never have an intention to escape. 

b. Not listen to people who try to persuade the 
slave to leave. 

c. Believe that escaping would be dangerous. 

d. Create a clever plan for escaping into 
freedom. 

 

 



Harriet Tubman Vocabulary Instruction 

 If a slave had an intention to be free, 
the slave might: 

a. Tell others that trying to escape the 
plantation would be foolish. 

b. Watch and listen carefully to learn 
everything about free states. 

c. Save bits of food and clothing. 

d. Accept the his/her life as a slave. 



Harriet Tubman Preview of Passage 

 Two major events 

 

 Escape with brothers 

 

 Escape alone 



Harriet Tubman Comprehension Skill 

 Sequence 

 Events 

 What happened? 



Harriet Tubman Retell Sequence 

Escape with brothers 

 Talks to woman 

 Woman offers help 

 New owner 

 Sells sisters 

 _____________ 

 _____________ 

 _____________ 



Harriet Tubman Sequence 

 Talks to woman 

 Woman offers help 

 New owner 

 New owner sells sisters 

 Harriet decides to escape 

 Persuades brothers to join her 

 Led brothers into the woods 

 Brothers were afraid 

 Brothers want to quit 

 Brothers force Harriet  to quit 

 Harriet decides to go alone 


